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J ames W. “Jimmy” Middleton, 88, passed away Tuesday, October 8, 2013. A World

War II Army veteran, he served in Germany, Belgium and France and received
the American Theater Ribbon, EAME Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal and

Victory Medal. In 1954 Jimmy began his career as a watch repair and Jewelry

Operator in Lowensteins Dept. Store. After leaving Lowensteins in 1968, he opened
James Middleton Jewelers in the Baker’s Big Star Grocery Store. In 1981, the business

moved to Eastgate Shopping Center, where in 1985 his daughter, Vickie Middleton
Blevins, joined the business. The ownership of the business transferred to her in

1991. In 2000 Garabaldi Jewelers, located at 1811 Kirby Parkway, was purchased and

the business relocated, where it still operates today. Jimmy continued to work in the
business until early 2013. He was a member of Colonial Park United Methodist

Church. He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Jacquelyn “Jackie” Turner Middleton;
daughters, Valerie Lisa, Vickie Blevins (Bud), and June Barbas (Rick); grandchildren,

Matthew Hipsher, Joseph Lisa, James C. Freeman, Sean Barbas, Michael Blevins,

Scott Blevins, Ariana Poll, Andrew Barbas, Roma Andrews, Nathan Barbas, William
Barbas, and Aaron Barbas; five great grandchildren; and numerous nieces and

nephews. The family will receive friends from 1 p.m. until the service begins at 2:30
p.m. Saturday, October 12 at Memorial Park Funeral Home. The family requests

memorials be directed to The Alzheimer’s Association.Funeral arrangements have
been entrusted to Memorial Park Funeral Home and Cemetery, 5668 Poplar Ave.

Memphis, TN 38119, (901)767-8930, “Behind the Stone Wall”.
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LC Laura Clark posted:

It was so good that Dean and I got to be with him on our last visit to Memphis. He was cheerful and

interested in us. Dean was quiet when I told him about “Chief’s” passing and said that he was so glad

that he got to be with him at that time.Condolences and sympathy to all of you in your loss,Aunt

Laura

October 14 at 1:29 PM

JB June Barbas posted:

Larry, that is wonderful to hear from someone who knew Dad that long ago at the paper! I’m so glad

you posted this.

October 11 at 4:29 AM

LD Larry Drannon posted:

I’m sorry to hear of Jimmy’s passing. He was a gentlemen and fine man.It was an honor to know him.

I had known Jimmy since the mid 50’s when he was my district manager while I was delivering

newspapers.I remember him well when he went into the old Lowenstein’s building around 1959. Ran

into him occasionally thru the mid 90’s.Larry Drannon

October 10 at 8:48 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


